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E arnestine Vaughan Jones was born in Waggoner (Tulsa County) Oklahoma on

January 25, 1934 to Sophronia Waters Vaughan and her husband Ernest
Vaughan. Early in her childhood, her parents divorced, and she and her mother

moved to the Greenwood district of Tulsa, Oklahoma. Earnestine’s life changed for

the better when her mother Sophronia met and married Sylvester Mitchell of Tulsa..
She attended Dunbar Elementary, George Washington Carver Junior High School,

and graduated from Booker T. Washington High School in 1950. She received awards
while attending school and was also a member of the Girl Scouts of America.

After graduating from High School, she matriculated at Lincoln University in

Jefferson City, Missouri. She was a member of the Delta Sigma Theta sorority
chapter while at Lincoln.

She met her future husband and life companion James E. Jones during a chance
encounter at Lincoln and after a long courtship, they married in September 1954. In

1955 she graduated with a Bachelor of Science Degree.

While she was completing her degree, her husband James was drafted into the
United States Army so after graduation, she joined him at his new station in

Germany. Towards the end of James’ draft obligation, she returned to Oklahoma in
1956 and later that year gave birth to the first of her two children, James. Her second

child, Carol was born in Kansas City in 1960.
September is called the “Family Month” because she married and later gave birth to

her children in that month..

The young family lived in different parts of the country during the early year of their
marriage, among which were Tulsa, Oklahoma, Fort Worth, Texas, Kansas City,

Missouri, Oakland, California, and then finally Prince George County, Maryland
outside Washington, D.C. where they settled to raise their family.

Her husband James had begun work in the District of Columbia government, and
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once both her children were in elementary school, she also joined the D. C.

government, starting first as a counselor at Junior Village and then working in the
Food Stamp program then finally as an Analyst.

It is often hard for a child or even a young adult to appreciate what a parent does
while raising them. It is only after many years does a child realize the many things a

parent does, like going to Parent Teacher conferences, taking the children on library

trips, visiting the Smithsonian museum, visiting the parks in the area.
Especially fun were the family trips taken each Summer from Maryland to

Oklahoma to visit her parents and family, and then to Texas to visit her husband’s
family.

She and her husband worked to provide a safe and supportive environment for her

children and also nieces and cousins that came to live with them. She was happiest
being at home and doing things with the kids. Their marriage gave an example of

what a strong, loving marriage is like.
In 1992, her husband James became ill and she retired from the D. C. government to

care for him. They moved to Arlington, Texas in 1993 to be closer to James’ family,

joined the Cornerstone Baptist church and was active in Sunday School and became
members of the senior group at the church. Their marriage and their love for each

other was an inspiration to everyone they met.
Their marriage continued for 64 years until her husband transitioned in 2018.

Earnestine Jones departed on August 18, 2019.
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Visitation

Mansfield Funeral Home & Cremations

1556 Heritage Parkway, Mansfield TX 76063

Celebration of  Life

Cornerstone Baptist Church

5415 Matlock Rd, Arlington TX 76018

Burial

DFW National Cemetery

2000 Mountain Creek Parkway, Dallas TX 75211
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Sunday, August 25, 2019

5:00 PM - 7:00 PM CT

Monday, August 26, 2019

11:00 AM CT

Monday, August 26, 2019

2:30 PM CT
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=32.5532814,-97.1157075
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=32.6578274,-97.1138152
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=32.7156179,-96.9421276
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Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Jones family.

August 24 at 9:25 AM

CJ Carlos Johnson shared 2 photos to the Tribute Wall album.

I remember my loving cousin Ernestine always their to encourage me to continue

with my writing a poetry and short stories. I remember her as several of the family

reunions specially the one that took place in Kansas City Kansas. I will always

cherish the times that we spent together. Your loving cousin Carlos Johnson

August 22 at 8:09 PM

CW Cousin Alice Williams posted:

I remember Earnestine and Jimmy at one of our family reunions. They were dancing together and

laughing. They looked like such a loving and happy couple.

August 22 at 7:56 PM
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CJ Carlos Johnson shared 2 photos to the Tribute Wall album. August 22 at 8:09 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Earnestine by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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